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PRESIDENT 
Ishwar Modi, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur / India International Institute of Social 
Sciences 

Prof. Ishwar Modi (1940) is one of the founding fathers of leisure studies in 
India. He is presently the Director, India International Institute of Social 
Sciences and a member of the Executive Committee of ISA and has also 
been re-elected President of ISA Research Committee on sociology of 
Leisure (2010 - 2014). At the time of his retirement in 2000 he was the 
founder Director of the Centre for Leisure and Tourism Studies, University 
of Rajasthan, Jaipur. He later served as a visiting professor at the Indian 
Institute of Health Management Research. As a pioneer of leisure studies in 
India, he was the Founder President of the Indian Leisure Studies 
Association. Associated with ISA RC 13 since 1986, he organized its mid-term conference in 
India in November 1989. Before becoming the President of RC 13 in 2006, he remained its 
Vice-President thrice during 1990 to 2006.  He also continuously remained on the Board of 
Directors of the World Leisure & Recreation Association (now World Leisure Organization) all 
through the 90’s and was the Organizing Secretary of its 3rd World Leisure Congress in India at 
Jaipur and was honoured with its Honourary Life Membership in USA in 1996. His authored, co-
authored and edited books include Leisure, Mass Media and Social Structure (1985), Emerging 
Trends in Indian Sociology (1986), Drugs: Addiction and Prevention (1997), Human Values and 
Social Change (2000), Aging and Human Development (2001), Themes in Social Stratification 
and Mobility (2009), Leisure and Civilization: Interdisciplinary and International Perspectives 
(2010), and the forthcoming Modernization, Globalization and Social Transformation (2011). 
Email: iiiss2005modi@yahoo.co.in 

 

VICE PRESIDENTS 

Alan Law, Trent University, Canada 

Alan Law is an Associate Professor of Sociology at Trent University, 
Canada. His areas of research include: leisure and social theory, 
work/leisure boundaries, the welfare state and moral identities, tourism 
impacts, landscape gentrification and applied social research methodology, 
with research fields in Australia and Canada. In addition to having chaired 
his department, Professor Law directs Trent Applied Social Research 
Laboratory, is an active policy researcher and has an extensive background 
in conducting social research on behalf of government departments at the federal, provincial 
and municipal levels as well as not-for-profit and industrial sectors. Email: alaw@trentu.ca 

Scott North, Osaka University, Japan 
Scott North is Professor of Sociology in the Graduate School of Human 
Sciences at Osaka University in Japan. He received the Ph.D. in 
sociology from the University of California at Berkeley in 2002. His 
research interests include work, families, and leisure in Japan and 



other post-industrial societies. Recent publications include, “Overtime Activists Take On 
Corporate Titans: Toyota, McDonald’s and Japan’s Work Hour Controversy.” Pacific Affairs, v. 
82, No. 4 (Winter); 615-636. Awarded the 8th William L. Holland Prize for best article published 
in Pacific Affairs, Vol. 82 (2009-2010), and “Deadly Virtues: Inner-Worldly Asceticism and 
Karōshi in Japan.” Current Sociology 59, 2. He is an avid hiker and atrocious guitar player. 
Email: north@hus.osaka-u.ac.jp         

 

Robert Stebbins, University of Calgary, Canada     
Stebbins received his Ph.D. in 1964 from the University of Minnesota. He 
has published 34 books and written over 200 articles and chapters. He has 
authored The Organizational Basis of Leisure Participation (Venture, 2002), 
Between Work and Leisure: The Common Ground of Two Separate Worlds 
(Transaction, 2004), A Dictionary of Nonprofit Terms and Concepts (Indiana 
University Press, 2006), Serious Leisure: A Perspective for Our Time 
(Transaction, 2007), and Personal Decisions in the Public Square: Beyond 
Problem-Solving into a Positive Sociology (Transaction, 2008). Stebbins is 
an elected fellow of the Academy of Leisure Sciences and the Royal Society of Canada. Email: 
stebbins@ucalgary.ca 

 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Veena Sharma, Prajana Foundation, India,  

vsharma136@gmail.com 

                                                                                                                   

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Gianna Cappello, Italy     

Gianna Cappello is assistant professor at the University of Palermo where 
she teaches Sociology of Media and Sociology of Education for graduate 
and undergraduate students. She is co-founder and current president of 
MED, the Italian Association for Media Education. Among her major 
research interests is the study of children’s leisure, with a particular 
reference to media consumption. She is also interested in studying the 
relationship between children’s media leisure and formal/informal 
education. She is co-editor of the journal “Media education. Studi, ricerche 
e buone pratiche” (http://www.med.erickson.it/). She has been visiting professor in China and 
Venezuela, and attended several national and international conferences. She has recently 
published a book on Italian children and the media, with a specific empirical focus on 
determining the presence and role of Media Education in the Italian school-system.  

Email: gianna.cappello@unipa.it      



 

Sukant Chaudhury, University of Lucknow, India                                                                                                                 
Sukant K Chaudhury (born in 1961 in Berhampur, Orissa, India) is Associate 
Professor, Department of Sociology and Director, MBA (Rural Development 
and Management), University of Lucknow, India. He is the Co-Editor of The 
Eastern Anthropologist and Convener of Research Committee- 07 (Rural 
Peasant and Tribal Communities) of  Indian Sociological Society, did his M.A 
and Ph.D from University of Delhi. His publications include: Myopic 
Development and Cultural Lens; Tribal Identity; Indian Tribes and the Mainstream, Culture 
Ecology and Sustainable Development, Scheduled Tribes and Development (co-editor), 
Anthropology in India (co-editor). He is the General Secretary of Ethnographic and Folk Culture 
Society, Lucknow and Indian Anthropological Association, New Delhi. He has done extensive 
field work in rural and tribal areas of Orissa, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Uttarakhand, Delhi and 
Himachal Pradesh in India. His research interest include Sociology of Tribe, Gender studies, 
Leisure and Methodology. Email: sukantkchaudhury@gmail.com 

Christiana Constantopoulou, Panteion University, Greece       
 Professor Christiana (Chryssoula) Constantopoulou has taught sociology as 
invited “Maitre de Conferences” at the University of Rouen (1991-92) and has 
been Assistant Professor (since 1993), Associate Professor (since 1998) and 
Professor (since 2003) of Sociology of Communication at the Department of 
Applied Informatics of the University of Macedonia, in Thessaloniki, Greece. 
She’s Professor of Sociology of Communication at the Department of 
Sociology at Panteion University of Social and Political Sciences in Athens, since October 2007. 
She is an active member of the “Association Internationale des Sociologues de Langue 
Francaise”, and elected member of its executive board (1996-2000, 2000-2004 and 2008-2012); 
President of RC 14 “Sociology of Communication, Knowledge and Culture” of the International 
Sociological Association since 2006; Member of organizational and scientific committees of 
many conferences in Cyprus, Greece, France and Italy. She is author of many books on 
Communication and also a book on Leisure Time: Myths and Realities, Papazissis, Athens, 
2010.  Email: christiana.constantopoulou@panteion.gr 



Christianne Luce Gomes, Brazil  
Dr. Christianne Gomes is a Lecturer of the Physical Education and 
Tourism undergraduate courses and of the Leisure Master’s degree, 
program which was coordinator (2006-2009) at the Federal University of 
Minas Gerais (UFMG), in Brazil. Has an undergraduate Physical 
Education degree (1992), a Leisure Specialization (1994), a Physical 
Education Masters Degree (1995) and Doctorate in Education (2003), 
all off them from the UFMG. Nowadays, she is a Pedagogical 
coordinator of the Leisure and Recreactin Studies Center - CELAR, 
member of editorial boards of scientific journals.  She’s the leader of the Research Group 
“OTIUM - Leisure, Brazil & Latin America” and researcher of the Research Support Foundation 
of Minas Gerais - FAPEMIG. Has been developing studies on the topic of leisure in Brazil and 
Latin America, presenting papers, posters and lecturing at various events in Brazil and 
abroad. Books published (in Spanish or Portuguese): Leisure, tourism and social 
inclusion (2010), Leisure in Latin America (2009); Critical Dictionary of Leisure (2004); Leisure, 
work and education (2000 and 2008); Leisure, Ludic and Education (2005); Leisure and 
work (2005); Leisure, recreation and Physical Education (2003); Leisure and 
market (2001). More recent scientific papers: “Leisure, recreation and interculturality from the 
South of the world: Current Challenges” and “Leisure and recreation in Latin America: 
Concepts, approaches and possibilities of resignificance”, both published in Spanish in the Polis 
Journal of Chile, N. 26, August 2010 (www.revistapolis.cl). Email: 
christianneluce@yahoo.com.br / chrislucegomes@gmail.com 

Basawaraj Gulshetty, India                                                                                                                  
Dr. B.S.Gulshetty working as a Professor  and Principal Gulbarga University’s  
Inamdar MSW PG College Gulbarga- Karnataka-India having  34 years of 
Teaching and Research in Sociology & Social Work also PG & UG Students 
who is a member and associated with various academic bodies like 
International Sociological Association-Madrid-Spain, the world leisure 
recreation organization, life member of Indian Sociological Society,  
Karnataka Sociological Association, worked as a Joint Secretary, Life member of Indian Institute 
of Public Administration New Delhi working as a Joint Secretary Local Branch Gulbarga. Since 
2002 who is member of ISA- RC13 and since 2002 onwards Vice President of RC13 of ISA upto 
2010 Now he is Executive Member of RC13 of ISA. He has attended all the ISA Congresses 
since1990. His Basic area of Interest are Sociology and Rural Development, Leisure Studies, 
Social Work, Youth and gender studies, Family and Aging. Email: drbsgul@rediffmail.com 

Thomas Henricks, USA                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Thomas S. Henricks is Danieley Professor of Sociology and Distinguished 
University Professor at Elon University in the United States.  In recent 
years, his scholarly interests have centered on the nature of human play, 
particularly as that activity can be contrasted to other possibilities for human 
expression, especially ritual, communitas, and work.  More generally, he 
studies how subjective experience is socially and culturally constructed in 
societies. He is the author of many writings on play, most of which have 
appeared in The American Journal of Play and in Play and Culture Studies.  



A recent book, Play Reconsidered: Sociological Perspectives on Human Expression (University 
of Illinois Press, 2006) develops some of these themes.   A forthcoming book, Selves, Societies, 
and Emotions: Understanding the Pathways of Experience (Paradigm Press) extends some of 
the themes of Erving Goffman’s book, Frame Analysis, into a more general theory of human 
experience.  He is a member of several professional associations and is on the editorial board 
of The American Journal of Play. Email: henricks@elon.edu 

Ma Huidi, Chinese Culture Institute, China            
Director and Distinguished Researcher at the Center for China Leisure 
Studies, Chinese National Academy of Arts and also occupied with 
Vice-President of The Professional Organization on the Leisure 
Philosophy in China and Senior Fellow and Founding Member of the 
World Leisure Academy etc. Have been doing research on leisure 
phenomenon . Starting in 1998. Organized and translated a 5-volume 
"Western Works in Leisure Studies" translation series(first set), In 2003, 
Organized and translated otherwise 5-volume "Western Works in 
Leisure Studies" translation series(second set). Have published about 
80 papers and 5 monographs in leisure studies. Advisory and Consultancy Work for Policy 
Making Regarding Urban Creational Space and International Conference. Hosted and 
completed multi projects on the relationship between Leisure and Civilization  from government. 
Organized China Annual "Leisure and Social Progress" Conferences in China during 2000 to 
2010 every year. Email: mahuidi@china.com  Website: www.chineseleisure.org 

Teunis Jan Kamphorst, Netherlands                                           
Dr. Teus J. Kamphorst (1940) is one of the founding fathers of leisure 
sciences. In his position as, since the 50th  till the 90th  of the 20th  
century, Associate Professor at Utrecht University, the Netherlands, he 
played a key role in the development of the leisure discipline in that 
country. He wrote on literally all main leisure subjects. Where possible, 
he tried to support initiatives to further awareness raising and growing 
consciousness about the role of leisure for balanced individual, social, 
economic, and cultural development all over the world. He had functions in many national and 
international organizations, among them the World Leisure Organization and the Research 
Committee on the Sociology of Leisure (RC13) of the International Sociological Association. In 
1990 he took early retirement to create the, in terms of study material, students and faculty, one 
and only truly worlwide operating educational institution in the leisure area, the "World Leisure 
International Centre of Excellence WICE", from which, in the course of time, 500 students from 
about 150 different countries graduated. At this moment he is active as, in most cases volunteer 
"consultant" on leisure and related issues, among them tourism, in a dozen of countries all over 
the world. To mention some: The Gambia, Ethiopia, Russia, Vietnam, Venezuela, Tatarstan and 
Rwanda. For more detailed information on Kamphorst's cv: see www.wice-dsl.nl Email: 
teus.kamphorst@wice-dsl.nl 



Claudia Martinez Mullen, South Africa 
Ms Claudia Martinez Mullen had studied a Degree in Sociology at the 
University of Buenos Aires, a Master in Social Sciences at UKZN – Summa 
cum Laude, and is currently finishing her PhD at the University of KwaZulu-
Natal in South Africa. She has twenty years experience lecturing in 
Sociology, including at the University of Buenos Aires (Argentina), at the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal and currently, at Rhodes University 
(Grahamstown – South Africa). She works at Rhodes University as a 
lecturer, teaching Trade Unions, Sociology of Work, Contemporary 
Sociological Theory, Sociology of Consumption and Culture, and a seminar 
on Globalisation and Unemployment in South Africa. Her main Research Interest is ‘Social and 
cultural consumption’, ‘Ideology, culture, popular culture and globalisation’, and ‘Economic 
Sociology’. In her late research she is exploring ‘Football consumption by spectators of 
professional football in Argentina and South Africa and his relation with Leisure time and leisure 
activities in both countries’. Her recent publications include: ‘The Influence of Global Sport 
Culture in South African Football, Contemporary Social Issues’ in Mapadimeng Simon and 
Sultan Khan (Ed ) Africa: Cases in Gaborone, Kampala and Durban, Pretoria, Africa Institute of 
South Africa: ‘Socio-Cultural Practices of Football Spectators in South Africa and Argentina’. 
Paper presented as Final report for the Research Scholarship Joao Avelange, 2008, FIFA – 
CIES (Centre International d’Etude du Sport). c.martinezmullen@ru.ac.za 

Gabriella Nones, Venezuela                                                                                                                                                                              
I am a Venezuelan sociologist passionate about travel, not only as 
this process where you move from one place to other for pleasure, 
but as a social process where people from one culture get in touch 
to another and creates a new understanding of the world. 
Graduated at the Venezuelan Catholic University, and after few 
intents to approach the subject from the theory, I decided that the 
best way to understand this process was traveling, so I started to 
travel all around the world: Europe, Africa, Asia and South America . 
Working as a volunteer, I combined this two subjects as a way of living, that gave me the 
opportunity to experience and develop ideas and build an understanding of this cosmopolitan 
world through travel. In 2010, I presented a paper for the International Sociology Congress, 
based on the results of my MA thesis in International Cooperation at the Basque Country 
University, in Spain, “Traveling the world to encounter the Other: the process of recognition of 
the Other through the volunteer action”, and since then I have been invited to take part of the 
RC13.   Email: gaby707@yahoo.com 

 



Inna Piskunova, Russia                                                                                          
Dr. Sociology, Inna Piskunova (Piskunowai@mail.ru) is the Head of the 
International Relations Office and Associate Professor in the Department of 
Hotel- and Tourism Business and Service, Saratov State Socio-Economic 
University, Russia. Her research interests include leisure sociology, tourism 
sociology and educational sociology, interdisciplinary comparative leisure 
research, serious leisure research, interrelations of leisure practices with the 
other social spheres (labour market, education and inter-ethnic relations), 
international project activity, and cultural research. Dr. Inna Piskunova was 
invited as visiting Associate Professor at the Johannes Keppler University (Linz, Austria, 2009) 
and at the Pierre Mendes France University (Grenoble, France, 2010) She is a Member of 
„World Leisure“ International organization. Email: piskunowai@mail.ru  

 

 

Kenneth Roberts, University of Liverpool, United Kingdom                                                                                                 

Ken Roberts is Professor of Sociology at the University of Liverpool. His 
books include Leisure (1970), Contemporary and the Growth of Leisure 
(1978), and Leisure in Contemporary Society (2nd edition, 2006). He is a 
former Chair of the World Leisure Organization’s Research Commission, 
and also a former President of the International Sociological Association’s 
Research Committee on Leisure. He is a founder member and now 
honorary life member of the Leisure Studies Association. His most recent 
books are Key Concepts in Sociology (2009) and Youth in Transition: Eastern Europe and the 
West (2009). Email: k.roberts@liverpool.ac.uk 

Francis Lobo (Ex. Offico), Edith Cowan University, Australia                                                                                                           
Francis Lobo is the Honorary Professor in the School of Marketing Tourism 
and Leisure at Edith Cowan University in Perth, Western Australia. He has 
had a long and distinguished teaching career in leisure and sports 
management studies. He obtained his doctorate at the University of 
Western Australia and completed Masters’ degrees in the United States 
and Australia. With undergraduate studies undertaken in the UK, India and 
Uganda, Dr Lobo was uniquely prepared to teach internationally. He has 
been an invited speaker in 43 countries. He has conducted short courses, been an invited 
speaker in national and international forums and mentored postgraduate students from around 
the globe. He has authored books, written articles in journals and chapters in books. He is a 
Director of the World Leisure Organization, having previously served as the inaugural Editor-in-
Chief of the World Leisure Journal. In recognition of his services to the leisure industry, Dr Lobo 
was awarded The Frank Stewart Award in Australia and was conferred with a Senior Fellowship 
of the World Leisure Academy. Presently, Francis is President Elect 2010-2012 of the American 
Leisure Academy. Email: f.lobo@ecu.edu.au 


